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SUBJECT! PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT 
VISITS OF NQUIRA ANO 90URGUIBA, JR, 

REF! TUNIS 0954 


BOURGUIBAf 


U FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM PRES = FORD HAS BEEN DELIVERED TO 
AMB, HEDDA FOR PRES, BOURGUIBA* QUOTE OEAR 

MR a PRESIDENT! I SINCERELY REGRET THAT YOU WILL BE UNABLE 
TO VISIT ME IN WASHINGTON THIS S PR INS 0 BUT I WANT TO 
ASSURE YOU OF MY FULL UNDERSTANDING OF THE REASONS WHICH 
PROMPTED YOUR DECISION. WHILE I GREATLY LOOKED FORWARD 
TO A PERSONAL MEETING WITH YOU AND THE BENEFIT OF YOUR 
UISE COUNSEL* I A^SO BELIEVE — KNOWING THE BURDENS OF 
YOUR OFFICE — THAT YOUR PERSONAL HEALTH IS OF THE 
UTMOST IMPORTANCE TO THE GREAT TASKS WHICH YOU FACE IN 
SERVING THE TUNISIAN NATION, I AM REASSURED* AS MY 
PREDECESSORS HAVE BEEN; BY YOU* STRENGTH AND LEADERSHIP 
WHICH HAS MEANT SO MUCH TO THE WARM ANO CLOSE RELATIONS 
BETWEEN OUR TWO COUNTRIES. 1 


2, I WANT TO REAFFIRM THE GREAT IMPORTANCE THE UNITED 
STATES ATTACHES TO THE CONTINUATION OF CLOSE TIES BETWEEN 


fti %\ 
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TUNISIA AND 

together IN 

TUNI5IA; IN 
IT WOULD BE 


THE UNITED STATES WmTCH HAVE BROUGHT US 

a common search for peace and progress in 

YOUR REGION and around the WORLD, I BELIEVE 
VERY USEEUw TO HAVE A HIGH-LEVEL EXCHANGE OF 


VIEWS. INASMUCH AS YOU ARE PRECLUDED FROM COMING TO 
WASHlNG T ON AT THIS TIME, I WOULD VERY MUCH WELCOME THE 
OPPORTUNITY OF A MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA, IF 
YOU BELIEVE THIS WQULO BE USEFUL ANO APPROPRIATE. 


3. MR. PRESIDENT. MAY I EXTEND TO YOU MY VERY BEST 
PERSONAL WISHES AND APPRECIATION FOR THE ROLE WHICH YOU 

are playing in support of continued close relations 

BETWEEN OUR NATIONS. SINCERELY, GERALD P 9 FORD. UNQUOTE, 

4. PLEASE INFORM GOT THAT DEPARTMENT HAS PROVIDED 

signed copy of LETTER t O AMBASSADOR HEDDA FOR TRANSMITTAL 
TU PRESIDENT BCURGUIBA, AMBASSADOR SEELYE MAY ALSO 
INFORM GOT THAT INVITATION TO NOUJRA IS FOR AN OFFICIAL 
VISIT ON MAY l, TO INCLUDE A MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT . 
AND A SMALL WORKING DINNER AND THAT, IF PRESIDENT 
B0URGUI8A IS AGREEABLE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE CONFIRMA* 

TION OF THAT DATE ASAP S 

5. FYU DEPARTMENT HAS ALSO MADE THE FOLLOWING POINTS 
ORALLY TO AMBASSADOR HEDDA ON THE ISSUE OF THE REQUEST 
FOR BOURGUI0A, JR 0 1 THE PRESIDENT FULLY UNDERSTANDS 

THE REASONS FOR THE CANCELLATION OF PRESIDENT BCURGUIBAtS 
STATE VISIT PUT HE IS DELIGHTED TO INVITE PRIME MINISTER 
NOUIRA FOP AN OFFICIAL VISIT IN HJS PLACE, BOTH 
THE PRESIDENT-S AND SECRETARY KISSINGER : S SCHEDULES 
ARE EXTREMELY HEAVY FOR THE NEXT TWO MONTHS, MAKING 
AN ADDEO MEETING WITH THE PRESIDENT FOR BOURGUIBA, JR, 

VERY DIFFICULT SINCE THEY WOULD WANT TO RECEIVE HIM 
PROPERLY. IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA«S 
OWN VIEwS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF A MEETING WITH BOURGUIBA, 

JR. AT THIS TIME, IN LIGHT OF THE PRESIDENT’S INVITATION 
TO PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA, END FYI, 


r. 


6# we ASSUME THAT AMBASSADOR SEELYE WILL BE ASKED 
ABOUT THE REQUEST FOR A PRESIDENTIAL MEETING WITH 


/R* V 
/ n, 

j o 
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BOURGUIBA, JR, until you receive further instructions, 

YOU SHOULD REPLY that you understand that the depart* 

MENT is DISCUSSING YHE MAT t ER WITH AMBASSADOR HEDDA. INGER30LL 


i 
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S»i9Jv PRESIDENTIAL LETTER 

! t I 

REF I TUNIS ^U^ 

FOlLOUNfi IS INFORMAL ENOASY TRANSLATION OF LE'TFR UY 
FRE-SIOEnT B0UR5U1BA To PRESIOENT FOR TRANSMITTED HCFTELJ 

NR, PRtSIOEhTl 

I Have studieo with keen interest the letter *hic« you here 

XI‘!J EFfS”GH TO SEHP HE INFORMING HE OF YOUR VIEv»5 REGARDING 
THE ANGOLA PROBLEM. 

4 

9 9 

AS YOU KKOHf TUNISIA HAS ALWAYS SUPPORTER THY PEOPLE OP ANGOLA 
IN THE FlUMT WHICH IT WaRED TO LIBERATE iTSfcLF fPO» 

P0STU6USSE COLONIALISM IN THE WQPfc THAT IT WOULD QFTERMINE 
US FUTURE IN A DEMOCRATIC ANO SOVEKEIGm KAY ONCE ITS 
INDEPENDENCE UA3 ACQUIRED, 

i have personallyyCQMc to the conlusiun that each of the 

THREE NATIONAL LIBERATION -NOVEHcNTS OF HAS INOIS- 

PUTABLE POPULAR SUPPORT AND THAT THEY SHOULD, THEREFORE, 
all three RE ASSOCIATED IN the CONSTRUCTION OF the NEft STATE, 
THERFoRE, I HAVE MADE EVERY POSSIBLE EFFORT TO HELP IN THE • 

creation OF a favorable climate for dialogue and reconciliation, 



1.0.12958. Sec. 3 J 
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I HAVE ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS EXPRESSED TUNISIA'S 
TO SEE the END OF FOREIGN INTERVENTION in angolan 
, JUDGING that If IT IS THE OUTY OF EVERY FREEDOM* • 

NATION to GIVE AID TO PEOPLES CASTING OFF THE YOKE ■ 

OF COLONIALISM, NO COUNTRY has the right to intervene-’.xn , • 
the OOMESTIC affairs OR ANOTHER ano to IMPOSE ON an entire ’ ; 
PEOPLE ANT OF ITS FACTIONS, * • j 

This IS WHY TUNISIA HaS DECIDED TO OPPOSE ALL FOREIGN . 

INTERVENTION IN ANGOLA, IN AFFIaRS WHICH CONCERN THE 

EXCLUSIVE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE, . - " 

t K • • t 

I AM ESPECIALLY FIRMLY OPPOSED -TO THE INTERVENTION BY THE . * 

SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIC AND REJECT THE ARGUMENTS IT ADVANCES < 
TO JUSTIFY ITS PRESENCE IN ANGOLA, AND PARTICULARLY, THE 
FaLACXOUS PRETEXT OF "HOT PERSUITV 

| 

9 

I AM OF T£ QPINON THAT THE CONTINUATION OP THIS PRESENCE IS 
SUCH AS TO BRING THE MOST SERIOS HARM TO THETNTER5TS OF THE ' 

FNLA ANO L'UNITA# BY MAKING THESE TNO MOVEMENTS APPEAR TO 

be oe facto allies of the apartheid regime, \ 

FOR THIS REASON, I BELIEVE THAT THE UNITEO STATES OF AH6PICA 
SHOULD AIM AT PERSUADING THE SOUTH AFRICAN REPUBLIC TO NITHORaH 
FROM ANGOLAN TERRITORY* SOMETHING WHICH HOUlO NOT FaIL TO 
INCITE THE OTHER FOREIGN FORCES TO 00 THE SANE OR, AT ThE VERT 
LEAST, TO SUBJOCT THEH TO THE DISAPPROVAL OF THE AFRICAN 
PEOPLES AND OTHER BY DEPRIVING THEH OF A MAJOR JUSTIFICATION, 

I SHARE YOUR CONVICTION THAT GREAT POKER RIVALRIES SHOULO BE 
EXCLUDED FROM AFRICA BUT I REMAIN CONVINCED THAT TO OBTAIN 
A PROMPT HITHURAKAL OF THE PRO-SOVIET FORCES IN ANGULA, THE 
UNITED STATES OP AMERICA SHOULO PUT SERIOUS PRESSURES ON THE 
SOVIET UNION, 

< 

SUCH A DEMARCHE — ACCOMPANIED BY ACTION IN RECARO TO SOUTH 
AFRICA — KILL, WITHOUT » DUUBT, HAVE CONSIDERABLE REPER- 
CUSS IONS ON THf ENTIRE CnNTINENT AND A DECISIVE EFFECT ON THE 
POLITICAL EQUILIBRIUM IN THE MEDITERRANEAN A^O IN THE 
NORLO BECAUSE IT HILL DEMONSTRATE THE DETERMINATION OF THE 
UNITEO STATES TO OPPOSE ALL ATTEMPTS BY THE SOVIETS TO EXTEND 

UUUIVvt • 

* k \ 

* » . % ; • ; ; 
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their influence "outside their traditional security area,* 


State 


TUNISIA IS CONTINUING ITS EFFORTS FOR A RECUNCILAIATION - 

among the three liberation hoyehents in oroer to achieve a 

GOVERNMENT of national unity nhich could renhit the country 

TO UNDERTAKE MEASURES TO allow THE ANGOLAN PEOPLE TO EXPRESS 
ITS VIEWS ON THE REGIME iNO THE LEADERS OF ITS CHOICE, 


this, in its broad linfs, is th* position nhich Tunisia 

MILL STRIVE TO SEE PREVAIL AT AOOIS ABABA ON THE OCCASION 
OF THE FORTHCOMING SUMMIT MEETING OF THE ORGANIZATION Of 
AFRICAN UNITY, SALUTARY CLOSE, 8IGNED HABIB BQURGHIBA, 

KING 


. rO*fl 
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SOBJi presidential letter 

there Founns french original of president bouRgiuba'S ' 

RE?lY TO PRESIDENT FORD'S LETTER ON ANGOLA. INFORMAL TRANS¬ 
LATION ARO ORAL COMMENTS of PRESIDENTIAL AlUE DELIVERING . 
LETTER CCNTA.IMF.9 NEXT T*0 TELS. I 


Carthage, le » Janvier is76 


f»0«M6W{ LE PRESIDENT, ' 

R mm t ^ I • * P 

J'Ai PniS CGNraISSANCE AVcC Un VIP INTERET OE LA LETTITE . 
OiJE V.iiUS AVa l 0IEn yOULU N'AORESSER POUR ME FXIfiE PART CE. 

vo$. ViJeS LOmEcSnAnT LE PnOGLENE ANGOLA!-, ' 1: 

, .'V . •• • v.. • v; i 

conns VOUS LE.SaVEZ, LA TUKlSjE A TCUJ0UR5 APPORTE SON AtOE. 
MS PEURLE 4NG0LAIS DANS LA LOTTE QIJ'IL A HENEE POUR SE ; : 
Lir.ESEH CU COLONIALISM! P03TUG*IS EN SOUHaITANT GU’lL \ 

SE PROHONCE, SOIIVERaINENEnT ET DEMQCRaTIGUEMENT, sun son , 

AYENlfl. UNE FOIS SON INKPENDANCE ACOUlSc, ■ . ' i 

1 . ’ ’ 

ini, personnelleheaTi ap'outi a la conclusion sue chacun 

DtS THflli MUUVEMLNtS tit LIBERATION angolais, oispose 
U'ASS lSeS POPULATES IN0ISCU7 aBLE 8 fT OU'ILs UOIVENT OCN'C 
ETR£ TOUS THG1S iSSOClES DANS LA CONTHUCTl'SN DU NOUVEL ETAT, 
AUSSI, Al-Jt OEl’LOYt TCUS L£S EFFORTS POSSIBLES PoUR AIDER 
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RECONCILIATION. 


favorable au dialogue et a la 


PAR AILLEURS, Jl ai exprime a maintes reprises le oesir oe la 

• TUNISIE PE VOIR CESSER LES INTERVENTIONS ETRANGERES DANS' LES 
AFFAIRES ANGOLIaISES ESTIHaNT OUE, 3'IL E5T DU DEVOIR l)E 

: TOUT ETaT EP8IS D£ LIBERTE D'aIOER LES PEOPLES A SE DEF/VIRE 
DU JOUG COLONIAL, AUCUN PAYS, PAR CONTRE, NlA LE DROIT ; 
O'INTERVENIN DANS LES AFFAIRES INTERIEURES O'UN AUTRE ET 
; DUHPOSER LIUNE DE SES FACTIONS A TOUT UN PEUPLE. 

• . ‘ I . • • 

» " • . . • 

I CiEST PQURBUOI LA TUNISIE EST OECIOEE A S'OPPOSER A TOUTE 
: IWUXTION ETRANGERE EN ANGOLA, DAN8 DE8 AFFAIRES QUI RELEVENT 
; OE LA SOUVERAINETE EXCLUSIVE DU PEUPLE ANGDLIA5, 

JE GUIS EN PARTICULAR FERMENENT OPPOSE A L'lNTERVENTION DE 
LA REPUBLIOUE SUO AFRICAINE, ET REJETTE LES ARGUMENTS SU'ELLE 
AVANCE POUR JUSTIFIER SA PRESENCE EN ANGOLA ET NOTANMENT LE 
FRETEXTE FALLACIEUX OU "DROIT OE. SUITE*. 1 

9 • 

• 1 | # 

J'EsTINE GUE LE NAINTIEN OE rETTE PRESENCE EST OE NATURE A 
PORTER LE PLUS GRAVE PREJUDICE AUX IHTERETS A PDP.TER LEiPLUS 
GRAVE PREJUDICE AUX INTERETS OU F,L t N,A. ET Ot LlU.N.I.T.A, 

En PRESENTaNT ces DEUX MOUYEMENTS COHME LES allies oe fait 
OU REGIME DE L' APARTHEID, 

A 

' POUR CETTE RAISON, JE CONSIDERE OUE L'ACTJOn OES ETATS-UNIS ' 
i O'AMERiaUE DEVRaIT TENORE A AMENER LA REPUSLIOUE SUO AFRICAINE 
A SE RETIRED DU TERRITOIRE ANGOLAIS, CE GUI NE nANQUERA'PAS 
i O' INCITER LES AUTRES FORCES ETRANGERES A EN FAIRE AUTANT, QO, ' 

' A TOUT LE MOINS, OE LES OESIGNER A LA DESaPPROBATION 

DES PEOPLES aFRICaINS ET aUTRES EN LES PRIVaNT O'UNE JUSTIF¬ 
ICATION MAJEURE, 

: JE PARTAGE VOTRE COVIcTION QUE LES RIv;HTE8 OES GRANOES 
PUISSANCES OEVRaIENT ETRE'EXClUES OE Li'AFRIOUEr HaZNS 

deneuke persuade OUE, POUR OmTENIR UN retrait rapjoe OES 

: OQRcES PROSOVIETIQUES en angola, LES etats-unis OEVRAIENT 
; EXERCER une pression serieuse SUR L'UNION SOVIETIOUE, 

1 • \ . \ . - , V.* . r . • # • A : 

j UNE TELLE DEMARCHE, DOUBLES O'UNE iCTION. SUR L'aFRIOUE OU • . 

i Meaner . 

! / fOftoN 

i ' ’ 1° * i . 
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SUO, AURA, A N'EN PAS OOUTEK, 0 E 8 REPERCUSSIONS CONSIDERABLES 
SUR L'ENSEMBLE DU CONTlENT ET DES EFFETS DETERMINANTS SUR 
L'EOUiLiSRE PUUITIOUE En MEOITERRaNEE ET DAnS LE MONDE, 

DAPs La'HESUpE OU flle oemontrera la determination oes 
ETaTS-UnIS a S'OPPOSER a toute tentative oes sovietiques 

CETENDRE i EUR INFLUENCE "EN 0 EH 0 R 8 OE LEUR ZQNF.. TRADITION-■ 
NELLE OE SECURITE", 


S . 


* • •. 


• *• 
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LA TUNISIE CONTINUE SES EFFORTS POUR URE RECONCILIATION ENTRE 
LE« TRQIS NQUVENENTS OE LIBERATION EN VUE OE LA FORNATION 
D<UN GOUVERNEMEnT D 1 UNION RATIONALE QUI POUKRAIT ENGAGER LE . 
PAVS DANS UN PROCESSUS PERHETTANT AU PEUPLE ANGULAI 5 OE SE 
PRONONCER SUR LE REGIME ET LES HQMME 3 OE SON CHOIX. . 


TELLE EST, DANS SES GRANOES LIGNES, LA POSITION OUE LA 
TUNISIE ESSAIERA OE FAIRE VALOIR A A 00 IS-A 8 DBA, A L'OCCASION 
OE LA PROCHAINE CONFERENCE AU SOMMET DE L' 0 RGANI 8 ATI 0 N OE . 
L"UNITE AFPICA 1 NE, 


VEUILLEZ AGREER, MONSIEUR LE PRESIDENT, 
TRES HAUTE CONSIDERATION, 


L'ASSURANCE DE HA 


Habib bourguida 


\ 




* • 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Wiihlnfton, O.C. 20520 

January 29, 1976 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 


SUBJECT: Tunisian President Bourguiba's Reply to 

President Ford's Letter on Angola 


Attached is the original of President Bourguiba's 
January 9 letter to President Ford in response to 
President Ford's January 3 letter to President Bourguiba 
regarding Angola. 

Both the French text and the informal English 
translations were submitted by the American Embassy 
in Tunis by cable on January 9, (Tunis telegrams 
00140 and 00141 respectively). 

No response is required. 



Attachment; 

Original January 9 letter to President Ford 


DECLASSIFIED 
E.0.12958. Sec. 3.5 


9m« Dept. OaideliiM , 
_MARA.D 


^SCRW/NODIS 

XGDS-1 




Original retired to 

VALUABLE DOCS 


R£PUBL!QUE tunisienne 



I V 



Carthage, le 9 Janvier 1976 


Monsieur le President, 


J'ai pris connaissance avec un vif interfit 
de la lettre que vous avez bien voulu m'adresser pour me 
faire part de vos vues concernant le probldme angolais. 



Comme vous le savez, la Tunisie a toujours 
apporte son aide au peuple angolais dans la lutte qu'il 
a raen§e pour se liberer du colonialisme portugais en 
souhaitant qu'il se prononce, souverainement et democra- 
tiquement, sur son avenir, une fois son independence 


acquise. 



J'ai, personnellement, abouti A la conclusio; 
que chacun des trois mouvements de liberation angolais, 
dispose d'assises populaires indiscutables et qu'ils 
doivent done §tre tous trois associ6s dans la construction 
du nouvel Etat. Aussi, ai-je deploye tous les efforts 
possibles pour aider A 1'instauration d'un climat favorabl 
au dialogue et A la reconciliation. 


Par ailleurs, j'ai exprime a maintes 


3 


reprises le desir de la Tunisie de voir cesser les 
interventions CtrangAres dans les affaires angolaises 
’ 3 ^atimant que, s'il est du devoir de tout Etat epris d< 


i. 

2 




• • • / • • • 


Vo 




2 .- 



liberte d'aider les peuples 3 se d6faire du joug colonial, 
aucun pays, par contre, n'a le droit d'intervenir dans 
les affaires interieures d'un autre et d'imposer l'une 
de ses factions 3 tout un peuple. 


C'est pourquoi la Tunisie est d6cid6e 3 
s'opposer 3 toute immixtion etrangfire en Angola, dans des 
affaires qui reinvent de la souverainete exclusive du 


peuple angolais. 


Je suis en particulier fermement oppose 3 
1'intervention de la Rfipublique Sud Africaine, et rejette 
les arguments gu'elle avance pour justifier sa presence 
en Angola et notamment le prStexte fallacieux du "droit 
de suite". 


J'estime que le maintien de cette presence 

% 

est de nature 3 porter le plus grave prejudice aux 
interSts du F.L.N.A et de l'O.N.I.T.A , en presentant ces 
deux mouvements comme les allies de fait du regime de 
1' apartheid. 


Pour cette raison, je considSre que l'action 
des Etats-Unis d'Amerique devrait tendre 3 amener la 
R6publique Sud Africaine 3 se retirer du territoire 
angolais, ce qui ne manquera pas d'inciter les autres 
forces etrang3res 3 en faire autant, ou, 3 tout le moins, 
de les designer 3 la desapprobation des peuples africains 
et autres en les privant d'une justification majeure. 


••• / ... 








Je partage votre conviction que les 


rivalit6s des grandes puissances devraient 6tre exclues 
de l'Afrique, mais demeure persuade que, pour obtenir 
un retrait rapide des forces prosoviet iques en Angola, 
les Etats-Onis devraient exercer une pression sGrieuse sur 
1'Onion Sovietique. 


One telle demarche, doubl6e d'une action 
sur l'Afrique du Sud, aura, 3 n'en pas douter, des 
repercussions considerables sur 1'ensemble du continent 


et des effets determinants sur l'6quilibre politique en 
M6diterranee et dans le monde, dans la mesure od elle 
demontrera la determination des Etats-Onis 3 s'opposer 3 
toute tentative des Sovi6tiques d'etendre leur influence 
"en dehors de leur zone traditionnelle de s6curite". 


La Tunisie continue ses efforts pour une 
reconciliation entre les trois mouvements de liberation 
en vue de la formation d'un Gouvernement d'union nationale 
qui pourrait engager le pays dans un processus permettant 
au peuple angolais de se prononcer sur le regime et les 
hommes de son choix. 


Telle est, dans ses grandes lignes, la 
position que la Tunisie essaiera de faire valoir 3 
Addis-Abeba, 3 1'occasion de la prochaine conference 
au sommet de 1'Organisation de 1'Unite Africaine. 

I , , _ ... i. m « 

Veuillez agr§er, Monsieur le President, 
1'assurance de ma trSs haute consideration. 

Son Excellence 
Monsieur Gerald R. FORD 
President des Etats Unis 
d'Amerique 



Habib ROURGUIBA 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 18, 1976 


Dear Mr. President: 


It is with great pleasure that I extend to you and to 
your fellow citizens my warmest congratulations on 
the historic occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the 
independence of the Republic of Tunisia. 


This is a very special time for you and your people. 
In recognition of the deep admiration we have for you 
and your country, and in the spirit of close friendship 
our countries have enjoyed for two decades, I have 
asked Vice President Rockefeller to represent the 
United States of America at your celebration. 


Throughout the twenty years of your independence, 
the United States and Tunisia have enjoyed warm 
and constructive relations based on mutual respect 
and on our common belief in human dignity. This 
is a relationship in which the United States takes 
great pride. We are committed to maintaining and 
strengthening our ties in the future. 


Your wise leadership of Tunisia and its benefits to 
your people are recognized and applauded throughout 
the world. Tunisia, guided by moderation and 
realism, has served as a model for many other 
nations. We are gratified to have been able to play 
a role in the development of your successful economic* 
and social programs. 

i 

rt 




Mr. President, you have my deepest admiration 
for the courage and vigor with which you have 
pursued the policies which have led your nation 
forward with success and confidence. I extend to 
you and to the people of Tunisia the warmest 
greetings of the American people on this special 
day. You may be assured of my continuing commit¬ 
ment to the closest possible relations between 
Tunisia and the United States. 

Warm personal regards, 



r His Excellency 
Habib Bourguiba 

President of the Republic of Tunisia 
Tunis 
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Retyped: 1470 


Dear Mr. President! 

It is with great pleasure that I extend to you and to 
your fellow citizens my warmest congratulations on 
the historic occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the 
independence of the Republic of Tunisia. 


This is a very special time for you and your people. 

In recognition of the deep admiration we have for you 
and your country, and in the spirit of close friendship 
our countries have enjoyed for two decades, I have 
asked Vice President Rockefeller to represent the 
United States of America at your celebration. 


Throughout the twenty years of your independence, 
the United States and Tunisia have enjoyed warm 
and constructive relations based on mutual respect 
and on our common belief in human dignity. This 
Is a relationship in which the United States takes 
great pride. We are committed to maintaining and 
strengthening our ties in the future. 


Your wise leadership of Tunisia and its benefits to 
your people are recognized and applauded throughout 
the world. Tunisia, guided by moderation and 
realism, has served as a model for many other 
nations. We are gratified to have been able to play 

a role tin the development of your successful economic 
and social programs. 




Mr. President, you hare my deepest admiration 
for the courage and vigor with which you have 
pursued the policies which have led your nation 
forward with success and confidence. I extend to 
you and to the people of Tunisia the warmest 
greetings of the American people on this special 
day. You may be assured of my continuing commit 
ment to the closest possible relations between 
Tunisia and the United States. 


• • ' . - • 





/. 4 4T 


Warm personal regards. 


His Excellency 
Habib Bourguiba 

President of the Republic of Tunisia 
Tunis 

Retyped:GRF:BS:feg:3/17/76 





I 




i. 


ii.. • •. 


5 . 



11 *1076 


LDX MESSAGE RECEIPT 

DEPARTMENT OF 6TATE 


SITE 


S/S# 


mi 


St?/, 


LDX MESSAGE NO'. 


No. Pages ? 




icer name) 


mu 


ce symbol) (Extension) 


MESSAGE DESCRIPTION Springsteen/Scowcroft re French Translati 

. Letter 

cy) DELIVER TO: • . Extension 




f Bour 


Room No 




NSC - Mrs. 


REMARKS: 


RER REQUEST 


S/S Officer: 


* ; 




/ton, 

a 

vtL 


<•> 









DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


S/S 7605878 



Washington. D.C. 20520 


March 19, 1976 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 


SUBJECT: Vice President Rockefeller's Visit to 

Tunisia - French Translation of Letter 
to President Bourguiba 


Attached is a copy of the French Translation of 
President Ford's letter to President Bourguiba". 





George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 


Attachment 

President Ford's letter to President Bourguiba 





LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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18 mars 1976 


% 



Monsieur le President, 

C* est avec grand plaisir que je vous adresse, ainsi qu' a vos concitoyens, 
mes felicitations les plus chaleureuses a 1' occasion de la date historique du 
Yingtieme anniversaire de 1' independence de la Republique tunisienne. 

Cette joumee rev§t une signification toute particuliere pour vous-meme 
et pour votre peuple. En temoignage de 1' admiration profonde que nous eprou- 
vons pour vous et pour votre pays, et dans 1* esprit d' amitie etroite qui unit 
nos ^ays depuis deux decennies, j' ai charge le Vice President Rockefeller de 
representer les Etats-Unis d' Amerique a votre commemoration. 

Depuis que votre pays est independant, les Etats-Unis et la Tunisie 
jouissent de relations chaleureuses et constructives fondees sur le respect 
mutuel et notre foi commune en la dignite humaine. C est un rapport dont 
les Etats-Unis s' enorgueillissent. Nous nous devons de maintenir et de 
renforcer nos liens dans 1* avenir. 

La sage direction que vous donnez a la Tunisie et les avantages que votre 
peunlfe en retire sont reconnus et applaudis de par le monde. Guidee par la 
moderation et le realisme, la Tunisie a ser^i de modele a de nombreuses autres 
nations. C est pour nous un motif de satisfaction que d 1 avoir pu participer 
au succes de vos programmes economiques et sociaux. 

Monsieur le President, mon admiration la plus profonde vous est acquise 
.pour le courage et la vigueur dont vous avez fait preuve en poursuivant les 
politiques qui ont mene votre pays.de 1' avant dans le succes et la confiance. 
En ce grand jour, je vous adresse, j' adresse au peuple tunisien, les souhaits 
les plus chaleureux du peuple americain. Soyez assure que j' ai pris 1* enga¬ 
gement de maintenir les relations les plus etroites possibles entre la Tunisie 
et les Etats-Unis. 

Je vous prie de croire, Monsieur le President, a ma tres haute et tres 
chaleureuse consideration. 


/signe/ Gerald R. Ford 















MEMORANDUM FOR: 
FROM: 


THE PRESIDENT 
BRENT SCOWCROFT 




SUBJECT 


Letter to President Bourguiba of Tunisia 


The Vice President will represent you and the American people at 
celebrations in honor of the 20th anniversary of Tunisian independence 
on Saturday, March 20, in Tunis. This visit, as a first stop in the 
Vice President's travels to the Far East, will be a concrete and much 
appreciated manifestation of US interest in Tunisia. 


Since this is a special occasion, I believe it would be fitting for you to 
send a warm letter to President Bourguiba, to be presented by the Vice 
President. President Bourguiba would be extremely pleased; he still 
regrets that his health made it impossible for him to visit you last year 
US-Tunisian relations are excellent, in considerable part a result of 
President Bourguiba's i mm ense affection for our country over the past 
twenty years. 


The proposed letter for your signature to Bourguiba at Tab A extends 
your congratulations and your admiration for him and for the Tunisian 
people. Mr. ^Hartmann's office has cleared the text of the proposed 
letter. 


RECOMMENDATION 


That you sign the letter to 
[The Vice President will c 


Bourguiba of Tunisia at Tab A. 
ith him when he departs on Friday, ] 
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MEMORANDUM 


If 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 




MEMORANDUM FOR 


FROM: 



ACTION 


March 16, 1976 


BRENT SGOWCROFT 


ROBERT B. OAKLEY 




SUBJECT: 


Presidential Message to President Bourguiba 
of Tunisia -- The Vice President's Visit 


State recommends that the Vice President carry a letter from the 
President to President Bourguiba of Tunisia when he visits there 
this Saturday. Though we understand that the Vice President may 
not be doing this for other stops, this is a special occasion in Tunis 
by virtue of its 20th anniversary and I agree a Presidential letter 
would be appropriate* 


Attached is the State draft. At Tab I is a memo for the President 
with a revised suggested letter cleared with Doug Smith. 

RECOMMENDATION: That you forward the memo at Tab I to the 
President seeking his signature on the letter to President Bourguiba. 
We should have the final signed version by Thursday afternoon since 
the Vice President departs Friday. 

_APPROVE TAB I 

APPROVE TAB I AS AMENDED 







SUGGESTED LETTER 


Dear Mr. President: 

It gives me particular pleasure to congratulate 
you and the Tunisian people on the twentieth anniver¬ 
sary of Tunisia's independence, and I am asking Vice 
President Rockefeller to deliver this letter to you 
personally on my behalf and on behalf of the people 
of the United States of America. 

Tunisia and the United States have enjoyed close 
and mutually beneficial relations during the entire 
twenty years of Tunisia's independence. This is a 
relationship in which the United States takes great 
pride, and one we will strive to maintain and 
strengthen in the future. 

We admire the dramatic progress which the 
Tunisian people have made since independence and are 
gratified that we have been able to participate with 
your Government in many of your successful economic 
and social development programs. 


His Excellency 

Habib Bourguiba, 

President of the Republic of Tunisia, 
Tunis. i 



Department of State 



- 2 - 


r • 

l • 

The results of your wise and pragmatic leadership 

( 

of the Tunisian people since independence are well known 
and recognized throughout the world community. Tunisia, 
guided by its sense of moderation and realism, has 
indeed served as a model for many other nations as 
they have entered the post-colonial period. 

It gives me great personal satisfaction to send 
to you, Mr. President, and to the Government and people 
of Tunisia, the warmest greetings of the American people 
on this twentieth anniversary of your Country's indepen¬ 
dence. May Tunisia continue to progress and prosper in 
friendship with all nations. 

# 

Sincerely, 

Gerald R. Ford 







• # • 


MEMORANDUM 




NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 



March 15, 1976 


MEMORANDUM FOR: JON HOWE 


FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

i 



JEANNE W. DAVIS 

Vice Presidential Public 
Stateme nts--Tunisia 


At Tab B are State's suggested arrival statement, departure stateme 
and toast for the visit to Tunisia. At Tab A are our revised texts of 
each of these three items. 


The proposed letter from the President to President Bourguiba is 
b eing staffed separately. 
























Suggested Arrival Statement ' 

# 

It is with great personal pleasure that I come to Tunisia to 

represent President Ford and the American people at the ceremonies 

*• 

marking the twentieth anniversary of Tunisian independence. I have 
long admired the wisdom and courage of Tunisia's President Bourguiba. 


I look forward to meeting with him again 



conveying the best 


wishes of my Government and the American people on this historic day 


The United States values highly the close relations we have enjoyed 

# 

with Tunisia over the past two detades. We intend to make every 
effort to ensure that these friendly ties are maintained and strengthened 


in coming years. 

Tunisia is a good and honored friend. The United States admires 
in particular the energetic and pragmatic manner in which Tunisia has 
a pproached the challenge of development. It has set a dramatic example 
for many other developing countries as they have emerged ' .n colonial 
rule. We have also admired the ability of the Tunisian people to con¬ 
struct new and mutually beneficial ties both with old associates and 
with the many new countries that have appeared on the world scene in 
the past twenty years. 

1 , h 

Indeed, Tunisia can be said to have only friends. One needs no i < 
other measure that this to gauge the success of Tunisia's first twenty ^ 


years as an independent nation. This can only augur well for Tunisia's 
continued progress toward the full achievement of her goals and aspirations 





I am grateful for this opportunity to share with President Bourguiba, 


I 

his Government, and the Tunisian people the commemoration of this 

. 

historic day, and to wish them continued success in the future. 





t +* 
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* Suggested Toast (if required) 


Lam deeply honored to have been asked by President Ford to 

, / 

represent him and the American people at these ceremonies marking 

the twentieth anniversary of Tunisian independence. I deeply appreciate 
the opportunity to respond to the Prime Minister’s gracious remarks 


on behalf of the other delegations. 

First, if I may, I would like to note the very close relationship 
which exists between my country and Tunisia. The United States has 

been closely associated with Tunisia for the past two decades, and 
this association is based on a sense of mutual respect and friendship. 

It is also based on the common belief that national goals are best set 
by the consent of the governed through democratic processes, and that 
a duty of any state is the protection of the political, economic and social 
rights of their citizenry. 

The efforts of the Tunisian people have shown impressive results. 

# i • 

The important lesson of the Tunisian experiment is that political, economic 
and social gains can be achieved and freedom preserved if wise leader¬ 
ship is coupled with a broadly supported sense of national purpose res- 

# 

pecting the' rights of others. These are the two essentials to progress, 


peace, and democracy. President Bourguiba and the Tunisian people 
can justly be proud of the fruits of their effort. 

The United States and Tunisia have not always agreed on all 


international issues, but we have never disagreed on the role of reason 




and moderation in world affairs. Tunisia has always supported dialogue 

• i ^ . r /.i > ‘ '3 T ' ( .• 

rather than confrontation among states, and this is essential if peaceful 

solutions are to be found to the many problems which still face the world 

# 

community. 

1 believe that the clear mark of the success of the Tunisian experiment 
is that Tunisia enjoys cordial relations with virtually every country of 
the world. It can truly be said that Tunisia is the friend of all, and we 

I 

raise our glasses, Mr. Prime Minister, that this shall ever be. 













v 















4/V v * 




Departure Statement 


My only regret is that 1 have been able to spend bo short a 


in Tunisia on this brief trip representing President Ford and the American 


people on the twentieth anniversary of Tunisian independence 


We have seen the enormous economic and social progress which 


achieved in the few years since Tunisia gained its independence, but 


even more importantly, we have seen that Tunisia has been able to 


and preserve these successes while remaining true to its democratic 


ideals. President Bourguiba and the Tunisian people share in the credit 


for this achievement 


I have valued the opportunity of meeting again with President 


Bourguiba and Prime Minister Nouira, and of hearing their views on 


the many issues in which the United States and Tunisia have a common 


interest. I shall, upon my return, convey to President Ford their 


thoughtful comments 


The United States looks forward to the continuation of the excellent 


relations we enjoy with the Government and people of Tunisia. My wife 


joins me in thank you for your unforgettable hospitality. We hope to visit 


again soon. 









* 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


7605045 


Wathlncton. O.C. 20520 

March 11, 1976 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 


Subject: Visit of Vice President Rockefeller to 

Tunisia for the 20th Anniversary of 
Tunisian Independence, March 20-21, 1976 


Attached are the suggested texts for public state¬ 
ments which the Vice President may wish to make during 
his visit to Tunisia. These include arrival and 
departure statements, and a toast should one be required. 
As the visit will take place on a Saturday and the 
Embassy will be officially closed, Ambassador Seelye and 
the Vice President's office believe it would be inconven¬ 
ient for Mr. Rockefeller to address the staff in Tunis. 
Consequently no talking points for this meeting are 
included. 

Also attached is a draft letter from President Ford 
to President Bourguiba. 




O.OMLuG 


eorge S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 



Attachments : 

• ^ — 

1. Arrival Statement 

2. Departure Statement 

3. Toast 

4. Letter from President to President Bourguiba 

a 



ru* 
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Suggested Arrival Statement 

It is with great personal pleasure that I come to 

{• • i’i ’ * ! 1 7 i \ I < 

Tunisia to represent President Ford and the American 

# 

people at the ceremonies marking the twentieth anniver¬ 
sary of Tunisian independence. I have long admired 
the wisdom and courage of Tunisia's President Bourguiba 
and I look forward to meeting with him again, and to 
conveying the best wishes of my Government and the 

• American people on this historic day. The United 

# 

States values highly the close relations we have 
enjoyed with Tunisia over the past two decades, and 
we will make every effort to ensure that these 
friendly ties are maintained and strengthened in 
coming years. 

Tunisia is a good and honored friend, and the 
United States admires the energetic and pragmatic manner 
in which Tunisia has approached the challenge of develop¬ 
ment. It has set a worthy example for many other developing 
countries as they have emerged from colonial rule. We 
have also admired the ability of the Tunisian people 
to put past differences behind them, and to construct 
• new and mutually beneficial ties both with old associates 

and with the many new countries that have appeared on 

% 

the world scene in the past twenty years. 

.■- i&ZWZ&EFl • • /IfORo 



Indeed Tunisia can be said to have no enemies, and 
only friends. One needs no other measure than this 
to gauge the successof Tunisia's first twenty years as 
an independent nation. This can only augur well for 
Tunisia's continued progress toward achieving in full 
measure the high goals which have been set by the 
Tunisian people. 

I am grateful for this opportunity to share with 
President Bourguiba, his Government, and the Tunisian 
people the commemoration of this historic day, and to 
wish them continued success in the future. 









.Departure Statement 

My Only regret is that I have been able to spend 
so, short a time in Tunisia on this brief trip representing 
President Ford and the American people on the twentieth 
anniversary of Tunisian independence. 

T, • •**&&,:.* • • 

We have seen the enormous economic and social 
progress which has been achieved in the few years since 
Tunisia gained its independence, but even more importantly, 
we have seen that Tunisia has been able to make and 
preserve these successes while remaining true to its 
democratic ideals. President Bourguiba and the Tunisian 
people share in the credit for this achievement. 

% 

# 

I have valued the opportunity of meeting again with 
President Bourguiba and Prime Minister Nouira, and of 
hearing their views on the many issues in which the 
United States and Tunisia have a common interest. Presi- 

0 

dent Ford will be interested in their thoughtful comments. 
The United States looks forward to the continuation 


of the excellent relations we enjoy with the Government 
and t people of Tunisia, and my wife joins me in thanking 
you for your unforgettable hospitality. We hope to visit 
again soon. 






.% -* »■ r ' * * 
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Suggested Toast (if required) 

' I am deeply honored to have been asked by Presi¬ 
dent Ford to represent him and the American people at 

«• 

these ceremonies marking the twentieth anniversary 
of Tunisian independence, and I appreciate the oppor¬ 
tunity of responding to the Prime Minister's gracious 
remarks on behalf of the other delegations. 


First, if I may, I would like to note the very 
special relationship which exists between my country 
and Tunisia. The United States has been closely 
associated with Tunisia for the past two decades, and 
this association is based on a sense of mutual respect 
and friendship. It is also based on the common under¬ 
standing that governments exist to achieve the national 
goals which peoples set for themselves through democratic 
processes, and that states must also be committed to 
the protection of the inalienable political, economic 
and social rights of their citizenry. 

The efforts of the Tunisian people have indeed 
shown impressive results. The important lesson of the 
Tunisian experiment is that political, economic and • 
social gains can be achieved and freedom preserved 
if wise leadership is coupled with a broadly supported 




democracy. President Bourguiba and the Tunisian 
people can justly be proud of the fruits of their 
effort. 

# 

The United States and Tunisia have not'always 
agreed on all international issues, but we have never 
disagreed on the role of reason and moderation in world 
affairs. Tunisia has always supported dialogue rather 
than confrontation among states, and this is essential 
if peaceful solutions are to be found to the many 
problems which still face the world community. 

I believe that the clear mark of the success of 
the Tunisian experiment is that Tunisia has no enemies, 
and that she enjoys cordial relations with virtually 
every country of the world. It can truly be said that 
Tunisia is the friend of all, and we raise our glasses, 

a • 

Mr. Prime Minister, that this shall ever be. 


NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 



March 16 


FOR JEANNE DAVIS 


Jeanne, 

You could send the attached package to 
Jon Howe. 



Bob Oakley 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 7605045 

Wathlnilon. O.C. M520 

March ll r 1976 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. BRENT SCOWCROFT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 



Subject: Visit of Vice President Rockefeller to 

Tunisia for the 20th Anniversary of 
Tunisian Independence, March 20-21, 1976 


Attached are the suggested texts for public state¬ 
ments which the Vice President may wish to make during 
his visit to Tunisia. These include arrival and 
departure statements, and a toast should one be required. 
As the visit will take place on a Saturday and the 
Embassy will be officially closed, Ambassador Seelye and 
the Vice President's office believe it would be inconven¬ 
ient for Mr. Rockefeller to address the staff in Tunis. 
Consequently no talking points for this meeting are 
included. 

1 « 


Also attached is a draf 
to President Bourguiba.* 


ter from President Ford 




George S. Springsteen, 
Executive Secretary 


Attachments: 



President to President Bourguiba 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Suggested Arrival Statement 

It is with great personal pleasure that I come to 
Tunisia to represent President Ford and the American 
people at the ceremonies marking the twentieth anniver¬ 
sary of Tunisian independence. I have long admired 
the wisdom and courage of Tunisia's President Bourguiba 
and I look forward to meeting with him again, and to 
conveying the best wishes of my Government and the 
American people on this historic day. The United 
States values highly the close relations we have 
enjoyed with Tunisia over the past two decades, and 
we will make every effort to ensure that these 
friendly ties are maintained and strengthened in 
coming years. 

Tunisia is a good and honored friend, and the 
United States admires the energetic and pragmatic manner 
in which Tunisia has approached the challenge of develop¬ 
ment. It has set a worthy example for many other developing 
countries as they have emerged from colonial rule. We 
have also admired the ability of the Tunisian people 
to put past differences behind them, and to construct 
new and mutually beneficial ties both with old associates 
and with the many new countries that have appeared on 


the world scene in the past twenty years. 
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Indeed Tunisia can be said to have no enemies, and 
only friends. One needs no other measure than this 
to gauge the success of Tunisia's first twenty years as 
an independent nation. This can only augur well for 
Tunisia's continued progress toward achieving in full 
measure the high goals which have been set by the 
Tunisian people. 

I am grateful for this opportunity to share with 
President Bourguiba, his Government, and the Tunisian 
people the commemoration of this historic day, and to 
wish them continued success in the future. 



r. * 



Departure Statement 


My only regret is that I have been able to spend 
so short a time in Tunisia on this brief trip representing 
President Ford and the American people on the twentieth 
anniversary of Tunisian independence. 

We have seen the enormous economic and social 
progress which has been achieved in the few years since 
Tunisia gained its independence, but even more importantly, 
we have seen that Tunisia has been able to make and 
preserve these successes while remaining true to its 
democratic ideals. President Bourguiba and the Tunisian 
people share in the credit for this achievement. 

I have valued the opportunity of meeting again with 
President Bourguiba and Prime Minister Nouira, and of 

a 

hearing their views on the many issues in which the 
United States and Tunisia have a common interest. Presi¬ 
dent Ford will be interested in their thoughtful comments. 

The United States looks forward to the continuation 
of the excellent relations we enjoy with the Government 
and.people of Tunisia, and my wife joins me in thanking 
you for your unforgettable hospitality. We hope to visit 
again soon. 




Suggested Toast (if required) 

I am deeply honored to have been asked by Presi- 

f •' ? HnDfH ' • 

dent Ford to represent him and the American people at 
these ceremonies marking the twentieth anniversary 
of Tunisian independence, and I~appreciate the oppor¬ 
tunity of responding to the Prime Minister's gracious 
remarks on behalf of the other delegations. 

First, if I may, I would like to note the very 
special relationship which exists between my country 
and Tunisia. The United States has been closely 
associated with Tunisia for the past two decades, and 
this association is based on a sense of mutual respect 
and friendship. It is also based on the common under¬ 
standing that governments exist to achieve the national 
goals which peoples set for themselves through democratic 
processes, and that states must also be committed to 
the protection of the inalienable political, economic 
and social rights of their citizenry. 

The efforts of the Tunisian people have indeed 
shown impressive results. The important lesson of the 
Tunisian experiment is that political, economic and 
social gains can be achieved and freedom preserved 
if wise leadership is coupled with a broadly supported 


sense of national purpose respecting the rights of others. 


These are the two essentials to progress, peace, 
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democracy. President Bourguiba and the Tunisian 
people can justly be proud of the fruits of their 
effort. 

The United States and Tunisia have not always 
agreed on all international issues, but we have never 
disagreed on the role of reason and moderation in world 
affairs. Tunisia has always supported dialogue rather 
than confrontation among states, and this is essential 
if peaceful solutions are to be found to the many 
problems which still face the world community. 

I believe that the clear mark of the success of 
the Tunisian experiment is that Tunisia has no enemies, 
and that she enjoys cordial relations with virtually 
every country of the world. It can truly be said that 
Tunisia is the friend of all, and we raise our glasses, 
Mr. Prime Minister, that this shall ever be. 


Retyped:1470 




Dear Ur. PrtaU«ali 


It it with |mt pleasure that 1 extend to you and to 
your fallow citiaaaa my warmatt coegrdulatione on 
tha hiatorlc occasion of tha 20th Aanlrertary of tha 
independence of the Republic of Tunisia. 


Thle it a very apodal time for yoo and your people. 

In recognition of the deep admiration we hart for you 
and yonr country, and in the apirtt of clone friendahip 
our countriea hart enjoyed for two deeadee, I hare 
naked Vice Pro aidant Rockefeller to repeated the 
United Stdee of America at your celebration. 


Throughout the twenty yeara of your independence, 
the United Staten and Tnniaia hare enjoyed warm 
and countructiee ralatiena baaed on mutual reaped 
and on our common belief in human dignity. Thin 
ia a relationship in which the United Staten taken 
grad pride. We are committed to maintaining and 
atrengthoning onr tie a in the future. 

Tour wife Wedorehip of Tunisia end its benefits to 
your people are recognised and applauded throughout 
the world. Tunisia, guided by moderation and 
realism, baa nerred an a medal for many other 
notions. We are gratified to bore been able to play 
a role In the deeolopmed of your successful economic 
end social programs. 




Ur* President, you hove my deepest admiration 
for the courage and vigor with which yon have 
pursued tha policiat which have lad your nation 
forward with success and confidence. I extend to 
you and to tha people of Toniala tha warmeet 
greeting• of tha American people on this apacial 
day. Ton may be aaenred of my continuing commit¬ 
ment to tha clone at poaalbla relatione between 
Tunisia and tha United State*. 

Warm oeraonal regards, 


His Ixcellency 
Habib Bourguiba 

President of the Republic of Tunisia 
Tonis 


Retyped:GRF:BS:feg:3/17/76 
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ACTION 


MEMORANDUM FOP: T HE PR ESIDENT 

FROM: BRENT SCOWCFOFT 

SUBJECT: Letter to President Boorgoiba of Tunisia 

« 

The Vice President will repreaeat yoo and the American people at 
celebrationa ia honor of the 20th anniversary of Tuniaian Independence, 
on Saturday, March 20, ia Tania. Thia visit, aa a firat atop ia the 
Vice President's travels to the Far Eist, will be a concrete and much 
appreciated manifestation of US intereat in Toaiaia. 

Since thia ia a apodal occaaion, 1 believe it would be fitting for you to 
aend a warm letter to Prcaideat Boorgoiba, to be presented by the Vice 
President. President Boorgoiba wooM be extremely pleased; he still 
regrets that his health made it impossible for him to visit you last year. 
US-Tuniaian relations are excellent, ia considerable part a result of 
President Boorgoiba's immense affection for our country over the past 
twenty years. 

The proposed letter for yoor signature to Boorgoiba at Tab A extends 
your congratulations and yoor admiration for him and for the Tunisian 
people. Mr. Hartmann'a office has cleared the text of the proposed 
letter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That you sign the totter to President Boorgoiba of Tunisia at Tab A. 

[The Yice President will carry thia with him when he departs on Friday. ] 


THE WHITE HOUSE 




WASHINGTON 


Dear Mr. President: 


It is with greater* pleasure that I extend to you and 
to your fellow citizens my warmest congratulations 
on tiA historic occasion of the 20th Anniversary of 
the independence of the Republic of Tunisia. 




This is a veVy special time for you and your people. 

In Vie w -of the high re s p e y a ad admiration we have 
for you and your country, and in the spirit of close 
friendship our countries have enjoyed for two decades, 
I have asked Vice President Rockefeller to represent 
the United States of America at your celebration. 


Throughout the twenty years of your independence, 
the United States and Tunisia have enjoyed warm 
and constructive relations based on mutual respect 
and on our common belief in human dignity. This 
is a relationship in which the United States takes 
great pride. We are committed to maintaining and 
strengthening our ties in the future. 

/ 

/ 

Your wise leadership of Tunisia and its benefits to 
your people are recognized and applauded throughout 
the world. Tunisia, guided by moderation and 
realism, has served as a model for many other 
nations. We are gratified to have been able to play 
a role in the development of your successful economic 
and social programs. 


u 



Mr. President, you have my deepest admiration 
for the courage and vigor with which you have 
pursued the policies which have led your nation 
forward with success and confidence. 1 extend t</ 
you and to the people of Tunisia the vasy warmest 
greetings of the American people on this special 
day. You Zsajbe assured of my continuing commit¬ 
ment to the closest possible relations between 
Tunisia and the United States. 

Warm personal regards, 


His Excellency 
Habib Bourguiba 
President of the Repi 
Tunis 



of Tunisia 
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WASHINGTON 
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ACTION 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 


FROM: 



SUBJECT: 


Letter to President Bourguiba of Tunisia 


/ 


The Vice 


<XrS 


will represent you and file American people at 
in honor of the 20th anniversary of Tunisian indepen- 
dence^hw-Saturday, March 20, in Tunis. This visit, as a first 
stop in the Vice President's travels to/the Far East, will be a ver? 
time l y ax pr ea gio n of US interest in punisia. 



Since this is a special occasion, I believe it would be fitting for you 
to send a warm letter to President Bourguiba,to be presented by the 
Vice President. President Bourguiba would be extremely ippri 1 i.intivr; 
he still regrets that his health ha# made it impossible for him to*visit.j 
you a n W a shing to n . US-Tunisian relations are excellent, in-kn^e“"part 
a reiult of President Bourguiba's immense affection for our country r X-' 
ovei? the past 20 years. 

(W’yA*.. 

The proposeft letter for your signature to Bourguiba at Tab A extends 
your congratulations and your admiration for him and for the Tunisian 
people. Mr. Hartmann's office has cleared the text of the proposed 
letter. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That you sign the letter to President Bourguiba of Tunisia at Tab A. 

[The Vice President will cary this with him when he departs on Friday. ] 










Dear Mr. President: 


It is with greatest pleasure that I extend to you and to your 
fellow citizens my warmest congratulations on this historic 
occasion of the 20th Anniversary of the independence of the 
Republic of Tunisia. 


This is a very special time for you and your people. In view 
of the high respect and admiration we have for you and your 
country, and in the spirit of close friendship our countries 
have enjoyed for two decades, I have asked Vic/e President 
Rockefeller to represent the United States of America at 
your celebration. 


Throughout the twenty years of your independence, the United 
States and Tunisia have enjoyed warrr^and constructive relations 
based on mutual respect and on our common believe in democratic 
traditions. This i6 a relationship in which the United States takes 
great pride. We are committed t(/maintaining and strengthening 
our ties in the future. / 


Your wise leadership of Tunisia and its benefits to your people 
are recognized and applaudea throughout the world. Tunisia, 
guided by moderation and .realism, has served as a model for 
many other nations, fe> r o ur .p a rtj fye are Ratified to have 
been able to play a role in^( development / f7 , p , 

it hpa h. fln Am*mnnUr f 


Mr. President, you have my deepest admiration for the courage 
and vigor with which you have pursued the policies which have led 
your nation forward, with success and confidence. I extend to 
you and to the people of Tunisia the very warmest greetings of 
the American people on this special day. You can be assured 
of my continuing commitment to the closest possible relations 
between Tunisia and the United States. 




rm personal regards, 


His Excellency 
Habib Bourguiba 

President of the Republic of Tunisia 
Tunis 
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SUGGESTED LETTER 
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Dear Mr. President* 


It gives me particular pleasure to congratulate 


you and the Tunisian people on the twentieth anni; 


sary of Tunisia's independence, and I am askincr Vice 


President Rockefeller to deliver this letteir to you 


behalf 


shalf of/the people 


of the United States of America. 


Tunisia and the United States have enjoyed close 


and mutually beneficial relation; 


ing the entire 


twenty years of Tunisia's independence. This is a 


relationship in which the United States takes great 


pride, and one we will strive to maintain and 


strengthen in the future.. 


We admire the dramatic progress which the 


Tunisian people have made since independence and are 


gratified that we hive been able to participate with 


your Government in many of your successful economic 


and social development programs. 



His Excellency 

Bourguiba, 

resident of the Republic of Tunisia 
Tunis, 


f 

Department of State 


* 0 * 0 , 



» 








of the Tunisian people since 


are well known 


throughout the world community. Tunisia 


of moderation and realism, has 


for many other nations as 


they have entered the post-colonial period 


of Tunisia, the 


twentieth 


of/your Country's 


dence. May Tunisia continue to progress and prosper in 


friendship with all nation 


Gerald R. Ford 
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Original retired to 

VALUABLE DOCS 


RtPUBLIQUC TUNISIENNE 



Carthage,le 4 Juin 1976 



Monsieur le President, 




Les Etats-Onis d'Amlrique cIlAbrent cette annle le 
bicentenaire de leur indlpendance. 


Cette c 


ration revet aux yeux de la Tunisie une 


signification profonde, car 1'evSnement avait marqul 1'amorce d' 


vaste mouvement de l'Histoire en mime temps que l'affermissement 
et la mise en oeuvre de principes de gouvernement auxquels nous 
sonmes particulierement attaches. 

Pour ces raisons, j'ai la conviction que tous les peuples 
qui se nourrissent aux sources de la dlmocratie et de la liberty 
prennent une part sincire A cette comn&noration. 

Pendant des dlcennies, j'ai personnellement men! un combat 
acharnl pour le triomphe de ces principes et pour l'ltablissement 
entre nations de relations fondles sur la confiance et le respect 
mutuels. 


Ce fut pour moi un reve, c'est aujourd'hui une rlalitl 
pour non pays. 

Au cours de cette longue lutte et aux plus sombres moments 
de la ptriode coloniale, j'ai veillE avec un soin particulier A 


sauvegarder lea liens d'amitil et d'estime que nos deux Etats ont 


Itablis dAs l'aube de 1' 


des Etats-Onis 



I 



Vous comprendrez pourquoi, Monsieur le President, j'aurais 
eu le plus grand plaiair A prendre part, personnellenent, avec voua, 
aux manifestations coimfaaoratives du bicentenaire. 

Je suis amene, hAlas, A y renoncer, mon Itat de santA ne 
me permettant plus de supporter des hearts d'horaires importants. 

Aussi je tiens 2 dAlAguer mon fils pour me reprisenter 
personnellament et exprimer, au nom de la Tunisie, notre volontA de 
maintenir et de renforcer les rapports d'ami tie et de cooperation 
qui existent entre nos deux pays. 

Le present qu'il vous remettra en mon oom, la Tunisie 
veut y voiT non seulement le symbole antique de la paix, mais aussi 
l'arbre dont la fAconditA sAculaire continue de rAcompenser la 
persfiverance dans 1'effort. 

Qu'il soit l'expression de l'hotomage que le peuple 
tunisien rend A la fois A 1'oeuvre d'edification et de paix de la 
nation americaine. 

Je saisis cette occasion pour adresser au peuple americain 
ami mes felicitations chaleureuses et mes voeux aincAres de prosperit 

A voua-oeme, Monsieur le President, j'adresse les plus 
vifs souhaits de succAs, de bonheur et de sante en vous priant de 
croire A ma trAs haute et amicale consideration. 



President de la Republique Tunisienne 


Son Excellence 

Monsieur Gerald R. FORD 

President des Etats-Onis d'AmArique 
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TUNISIAN REPUBLIC 
The President 


\d l 


Carthage, June 4, 1976 




Mr. President: 


This year the United States of America is celebrating the bicenten¬ 


nial of its independence. This 


*>•11 


iration has deep meaning for Tunisia, 


because the event marked the beginning of a vast movement of history and 
the strengthening and application of principles of government to which we 
are particularly attached. 

For these reasons, it is my conviction that all peoples who draw 
strength from the sources of democracy and freedom join sincerely in 
this commemoration. For decades I personally waged a strenuous battle 
for the triumph of these principles and for the establishment among 
nations of relations based on trust and mutual respect. 

This was my dream and it is today a reality for my country. During 
that long struggle and in the darkest moments of the colonial period, I 
was especially careful to safeguard the bonds of friendship and esteem 
which our two States established at the dawning of United States history. 


His Excellency 
Gerald R. Ford, 

President of the 

United States of America. 




The gift which my son will deliver to you on my behalf represents 
for Tunisia not only the ancient symbol of peace, but also the tree whose 
age-long fruitfu ln ess continues to reward perseverance in the struggle. 

May It serve to express the homage of the Tunisian people to your nation's 
work of enlightenment and of peace. 

I avail myself of this occasion to convey to the American people my 
warm congratulations and sincere wishes of prosperity. To you, Mr. President, 
I extend the most ardent wishes for success, happiness, and health, and beg 
you to accept the assurances of my very high and friendly consideration. 


[ 8] Bourguiba 

Habib Bourguiba 

President of die Tunisian Republic 


